A   DAY   S   WORK   AT   NEYYOOR
make that quite plain  to our patients, and tell  them
something about the life and teaching of Christ.
We should not be content, I think, merely with doing
our work in a Christian spirit; we ought to tell our patients
something at any rate about the Person whose way is the
only solution of the world's problems, individual or national,
and who, we believe, sent us out to do His work. But
we have no right to proselytize. We must try to set before
our patients, by life and love and action, an example to
attract them to something higher than their own religion
shows—but we have no right to persuade them to change
that religion or to leave the faith which has come naturally
to them and to their families for many generations. We
may believe our own—or rather Christ's—way to be the
better way, but the patients must be given a chance to
see that for themselves, and if they want to change their
religion—well, that is their concern, not ours, and is best
left in the hands of God. So it seems to me; though I
know many missionaries and others will criticize this reason-
ing. But I cannot help thinking that this was Christ's
own way of doing it. We have no record of His ever
trying to change anyone's religion. He changed their lives,
it is true—but He did so by saying, " Follow Me/' not
by offering future rewards for the fulfilling of certain
dogmatic conditions.
Well, prayers are over in all the wards by 8.15, and
the orderlies and doctors start the dressing of wounds, and
the examination and supervision of all cases, both surgical
and medical. Dr. Orr or myself, on alternate days, go
into the operating-theatre about this time, and with a
couple of the Indian doctors and a staff of orderlies pro-
ceed to do operations. As everyone knows, operations
may be of any sort, and almost any disease or accident
may bring its victim in for treatment. In Travancore, as
well as all the ordinary diseases and injuries which are
part of the day's work in any surgical clinic, we tend to
get three special classes of case.
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